A LION IN THE HOUSE Premieres to Standing Ovations

at Sundance Film Festival as 

Filmmaker Gets Devastating Personal Diagnosis

A LION IN THE HOUSE is a riveting documentary that offers an intimate, intense and inspiring portrait of five families battling childhood cancer. From the trauma of diagnosis to the physical toll of treatment, from the stresses that can tear a family apart to the courage of children who face the possibility of death with honesty and dignity, the four-hour film captures this life-altering experience in all its complex dimensions. Premiering on television this June 21 and 22 as part of the Emmy Award-winning PBS series Independent Lens, A LION IN THE HOUSE is also the centerpiece of a national community engagement campaign to raise awareness this spring of the challenges of pediatric cancer. (INSERT ORG’S NAME) is among seventeen leading national organizations actively taking part in this campaign to seize the opportunity for education and community-based action that this powerful film provides.

The power of the film was recently confirmed by the dramatic audience response to the film’s world premiere at the Sundance Film Festival on January 20.  Watching the epic four-hour film, the audience sat in rapt silence. Then hundreds sprang to their feet for a standing ovation as the film concluded, and filmmakers Steven Bognar and Julia Reichert were joined on the stage by many family members and physicians from the documentary who had all traveled to Park City, Utah, to be part of this incredible special event. In the question and answer session that followed, deeply moved members of the audience thanked the filmmakers for portraying the challenges and emotions that are often part of a family’s journey through cancer.

What the audience did not know was that Julia Reichert had just begun her own personal cancer journey. The day before the film premiered, she was diagnosed with lymphoma. Currently undergoing aggressive treatment for a rare form of the disease, Reichert along with her partner Steve Bognar are forging an even deeper bond with the subjects of their film.

“When Steve and I were filming A LION IN THE HOUSE, we were present for intimate, scary, inspiring and altogether heart-rending events,” recalls Julia Reichert. “Points of view often diverged and nerves frayed as these families and their health care teams had to face very hard decisions. Witnessing their courage, their commitment, their persistence and their tremendous heart was an incredible inspiration to me as we filmed, and it has been an incredible source of strength and wisdom for me since my own diagnosis.” 

Despite this twist of fate, Julia and Steve remain actively involved in preparations for the film’s public television premiere, where it will reach millions of viewers, as well as the community engagement campaign. INSERT DESCRIPTION OF WHAT YOUR ORGANIZATION IS PLANNING.

For more information on A LION IN THE HOUSE,  www.itvs.org/outreach/lioninthehouse. 

